
The great [in history] are not solitary; out of the night come the voices of those who have

gone before, clear and courageous; and so through the ages they march, a mighty procession,

proud, undaunted, unconquerable. To join in this glorious company, to swell the immortal

paeon of those whom fate could not subdue - this may not be happiness; but what is

happiness to those whose souls are filled with that celestial music? To them is given what is

better than happiness: to know the fellowship of the great, to live in the inspiration of

lofty thoughts, and to be illuminated in every perplexity by the fire of nobility and truth.

--  Bertrand Russell
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